
First Sunday Advent

Welcome to worship. Today is the first day of
Advent, the time when we watch and wait for baby
Jesus to come.
In the advent wreath shown below, color one of the
candles, draw any new decorations you see in your
worship space, and finally, draw a picture of you
waiting for something really exciting to happen.

God, sometimes it’s really hard
to watch and wait. Be with us
in these Advent days. Amen

Practice watching and waiting at home. Plant an amaryllis bulb
and watch the new growth appear during the days of Advent. 
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At home, light one candle to celebrate
the first week of Advent.

Advent words

Advent is here. Jesus is coming, and we know that God will
always take care of us. Look hard and find the following
Advent words and phrases in the puzzle.
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Keep awake! Jesus is coming soon!

Mark 13:24-37
Sometimes it is very hard to wait, and it is especially hard to wait for Jesus to come. It seems to take such a long time! Jesus
reminds us that God is with us in all of our waiting. Thanks be to God for that!

Look at this picture, find the hidden symbols and discover new ways to wait for baby Jesus.

I see a
crown made
of candles,
an advent
wreath, 

an angel, 
a tree 

with a gift
underneath.

First day of Advent: Find
4 candles to light—one
on each of the 4
Sundays of Advent.

St. Lucia Day,
December 13: Eat a
candlelight breakfast.

Create Jesus is Coming! greetings
for friends and relatives.

St. Nicholas Day, December 6:
Surprise a neighbor and leave a bag of
sweet treats outside their front door.

Wrap gifts together. 

Add pieces of straw
or colorful strips of
fabric to an empty
manger made of a
small cardboard box.

Move these pieces of the nativity
closer to the manger as Advent
progresses.

I see straw 
in a manger, 
a shoe filled
with treats, 

and two people
walking 

with sandals 
on their feet.



READER
Advent 1

• Today is the 1st Sunday in Advent.
• There are 4 weeks of Advent.
• During Advent we prepare for Christmas.
• One symbol for Advent is the luminary. 
• A luminary is something that gives off light.

Season of Light
Advent is all about getting ready for Jesus! Music and decorations change as 
we prepare for the joys of Christmas. Find your way to the light-filled center of 
this luminary.

Decoration Preparation
A common Advent symbol is the Advent wreath.
First, color one of the candles in the Advent wreath below.
Next, look for any new decorations you see in your worship space and sketch 
them here. Then, sketch any new decorations you have seen in your home. 
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It is important to be ready for Jesus! Crack 
the code to find a memory verse from the 
Gospel of Mark.

“            ,
 7 12 6 2 5 12

                     ; 
 8 12 12 9 2 4 12 5 1 

         you do not       n           
 10 11 5 8 11 6 

  h    n          h            i           
 6 12 1 12 1 3 12     

  i           c       .”  Mark 13:33.
 6 4 4 11 3 12 
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Memory VerseAdvent Words
Advent is here. We know that Jesus is coming. Can you find these Advent 
words in the word search?
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Isaiah describes God as the potter 
and us as the clay. Look up the 
passage Isaiah 64:1-9. How has 
God shaped your life? Write or 
draw about it on this clay pot.

Look It Up!
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PRE-READER
Advent 1

• Today is the 1st Sunday in Advent.
• During Advent, we prepare for Jesus to come.
• One symbol for Advent is an Advent wreath.

Color the Advent wreath. Light one candle.  
Do you see other wreaths in your worship 
space? Draw them here. 

Jesus tells us to be ready. Decorating for the Advent 
season is one way we can get ready for Jesus. 

Which of these decorations are in your 
worship space?
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“Don’t be afraid. Even when scary things 
happen, God is working for good.”

Oh no! All the stones have fallen! Buildings may fall down, 
but God never does. God’s love can rebuild every broken 
piece of our lives.

Create something new on top of the 
stone pile.




