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The Luther rose

This is the Luther rose. Each part of it tells some-
thing about God that Martin Luther wanted people
to know. The cross reminds us that Jesus died for
us. The heart means God loves us. The circle tells
us God’s love is never-ending. Copy the Luther rose
using the empty grid as a guide.

Dear God, be our guide
for each new day and
each change in our lives.
Amen

Try “re-forming” or recycling some used clothing or items into a
Halloween costume for Wednesday’s celebration.

What language is your Bible written in?
________________

Write one of the Bible readings you hear
in worship today. ________________

Draw a cross on this Bible,
then decorate the bookmark.
Cut it out at home and use it to
mark a favorite Bible verse.

Welcome to worship. Today is
Reformation Sunday. Reform means to
reshape or change. A long time ago, a
man named Martin Luther started some
changes in the church.

Martin Luther knew that the Bible is a
wonderful gift from God. Martin Luther
wanted everyone to be able to read God’s
word in their own language.
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Re-forming game

Today is Reformation Sunday. Today we remember some
changes that Martin Luther helped make in the church.
“Re-form” these lines into something new. What new
creation can you make from each line?

Did you know?

• Lutherans get their name from Martin Luther.
• Martin Luther loved music and singing. He said that
after the Bible, music is God’s best gift to us. Write the
name of a hymn or song you are singing in worship
today. _________________________
______________________________

Look in the index of your church’s worship book.
How many of Martin Luther’s hymns do you see?
______

Martin Luther lived 
in Germany about 500
years ago. He taught
people many things
about God through his
writings, his sermons,
and his songs. He
translated the Bible 
into German, the 
language spoken by 
his people.

Martin Luther

Example:
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READER
Reformation Sunday

• Today is Reformation Sunday.
• Today we celebrate the beginning of the Lutheran Church.
• Martin Luther is the reason the Lutheran Church exists today!

How Many Theses?
On Reformation Sunday, we celebrate October 31, 1517! That was the day 
that Martin Luther posted a list of theses on the door of a Catholic church 
in Wittenberg, Germany. Luther’s theses were protests about the way the 
church worked at that time. He wanted to share his ideas about how to 
make the church better. This was a risky move, but many people say it began 
the Protestant Church. Can you count how many theses Martin Luther wrote 
and nailed to the door?

TOTAL NUMBER OF THESES: 

Your Theses
Reformation Sunday celebrates Martin Luther posting a list of things that he 
thought needed to change about the church. Now it’s your turn! Below, write 
your own 5 ideas, or theses, that will help your church worship God and serve 
others.

Theses
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Martin’s Maze
Help Martin Luther nail the 95 Theses to the church door by completing  
this maze!

What’s Lutheran?
Reformation Sunday celebrates the beginning of the Protestant Church, 
which gave birth to the Lutheran Church. In the box is a list of statements that 
describe both Catholicism and Lutheranism. Read them, figure out which 
tradition and rewrite them under the “Catholic” side or the “Lutheran” side. 
Are there any that fit in both?

• Ordains women and men to be ministers

• Claims that there is nothing you can do that will make God love you 
more or less

• Believes in purgatory, the step between earth and heaven

• Believes you have been saved by grace through faith

• Believes the bread and wine in communion is actually, literally, the body 
of Jesus

• Calls church services “mass”

• Has a Pope

• Pastors can be married and have children

• Teaches people to love God and love your neighbor

START

END

Catholicism Lutheranism

Both



PRE-READER
Reformation Sunday

• Today is Reformation Sunday.
• Today we celebrate the beginning of the  

Lutheran Church.
• The word Lutheran comes from Martin Luther’s name!

Martin Luther is sometimes pictured 
wearing an unusual hat. Circle the hat 
that you think Martin Luther wore. Then 
color in all the hats!

Martin Luther wrote the words to the hymn “A Mighty 
Fortress is Our God.” Are you singing it in church today?

A fortress was a big, strong castle where people could go 
to find safety and support.

Design your own mighty fortress below.
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Martin Luther’s ideas and actions were the 
beginning of the Lutheran Church!

Martin Luther’s actions began the Reformation. 
Reformation means “to form again.” The word 
Reformation was used to describe a period of time 500 
years ago when the church started to form again. 

Try some reforming of your own by making 
new pictures from these designs.


